
                              CHIPPER ROUTE INFORMATION 

 

As a service to the residents, the City of Berkley runs a chipper route the third full week of each month. 

The chipper route is for larger branches that are over four feet in length and at least two inches thick. We 

ask that smaller brush is placed in a paper yard waste bag or trash container with a “COMPOST” or 

“YARD WASTE” label on it. Labels are available at all City buildings at no charge. 

CALLING AHEAD 

Starting in 2018, the City of Berkley decided to change the chipper route schedule from four times a 

month to once a month. Prior to the start of the chipper route each month, we ask that residents call in 

advance to our DPW office at 248-658-3490 to notify us that you have branches ready for chipping.  

WHY WE MADE THE CHANGE 

Prior to the change in schedule, our chipper truck was driving up and down every side street four times a 

month, adding to the wear-and-tear of our local roads. Nor was the service very cost-efficient, as the 

chipper truck could drive through several neighborhoods only to collect a small amount of branches. In 

addition, our drivers would find branches set out by curbs that were too small and unsafe for our workers 

to put in the chipper. 

WHO BENEFITS FROM THE CHANGE 

Everyone does. The new schedule is saving thousands of dollars in fuel and labor costs, benefitting our 

taxpayers. Less wear-and-tear on our roads benefits our homeowners – plus, there’s a reduction in air 

and noise pollution. 

HOW IT WORKS 

We put out a reminder prior to the chipper route on our website and social media pages, asking residents 

to call ahead at 248-658-3490 so we can add their homes to the route. We also send out an e-mail blast 

to let residents know when the chipper truck is running. If you wanted to be added to our server list to 

receive notifications, send us an email address to communications@berkleymich.net. 

The chipper service is only for residents who trim their own trees. Complete tree removal or debris left by 

contractors will not be collected. Nor can the chipper chip root balls. We thank you for your 

understanding and cooperation! 

 

 

        

  
Smaller brush can be 

placed in a marked 

container. 

The chipper truck is designed for branches that are over four 

feet in length and at least two inches think. It is not safe for 

our drivers to put anything smaller in the chipper. 
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